PREFACE.

MY friend and fellow-worker gives me tlie privilege of writing
a few words of preface for his interesting and valuable contribu-
tion to the due celebration of our Centenary, of which I gladly
avail myseli.

If, as we earnestly hope, the completion of one hundred
years of effort and of blessing is but the introduction to and
the starting-point of the greater efforts and fuller blessings
which our Heavenly Father has in store for us, it is surely
right that we should be reminded of the faith and perseverance
of the early founders of our Society, which enabled them to
surmount obstacles from which our path is free, and overcome
difficulties of which we have little conception.

The expansion of England, the stages of its development
from the little kingdom of Alfred to the Empire within whose
bounds nearly a third of the human race own allegiance to
Queen Victoria, has for us all an absorbing interest. Little
less marvellous, even more absorbing, is the record of the stops
by which God has led us on our way. What joy it is to toll
how there has been given to us day by day and year by your
that of which we have had need: how door after door has
been opened, and one after another has been raised up to outer
in or to go out and "take up the work that lay to our hand to do.

Side by side with tho story of the C.M.S., nay, closely inter-
woven with it throughout, is the story of the awakening of the
Church of England from a state of torpor and, deathless to an
increasing sense of its high vocation, its great responsibility. We
read of the efforts made to remedy the results of past neglect,
and to seize the glorious and ever-widening opportunities of to-
day. Light will be thrown by these pages on the methods of the
revival, and on the men who were the chief actors in it, I do